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(54) PICTURE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the 
occurrence of moire at the time of a dot picture 
processing by referring to four picture elements at 
the upper/lower/right/left parts of a notice picture 
element and four picture elements on the upper/lower 
parts of a right side and the upper/lower parts on a 
left side, judging temporary areas in a picture element 
unit and judging the areas in one line unit from the 
number of the picture elements whose areas are 
temporarily judged on one line. 
SOLUTION: An area judgment part 1 1 refers to the 
four picture element positions on the 
upper/I ower/right/left parts of the notice picture 
element on multi-level picture element data M and 
judges whether the notice picture element is a 
character area or a halftone area, refers to the four 
picture elements positioned on the upper/lower parts 
of the left side of the notice picture element and on 
the upper/lower parts of the right side of the notice 

picture element and judges whether the notice picture element is the character area or the 
halftone area. When the number of the picture elements which are temporarily judged to be 
the halftone area is more than a threshold among the picture elements on one line, all the 
picture elements on one line are judged to be the halftone area and the output P of a 
thresholding part for photograph is selectively outputted through a selector 14. Thus, the 
occurrence of moire at the time of the dot picture processing can be prevented. 
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